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another of the elephants. Some of his attendants rode; others
went afoote. But when he came to the court gate, there a noble-
man stayed the generall, till he had gone in to know the kings
further pleasure; but presently the said nobleman returned and
willed the generall to enter in. And when the generall came to
the kings presence, he made his obeysance after the manner of
the country, declaring that hee was sent from the most mightie
Queene of England to congratulate with His Highnesse, and
treat with him concerning a peace and amitie with His Majestic,
if it pleased him to entertaine the same. And therewithall began
to enter into further discourse, which the king1 brake off, saying:
I am sure you are weary of the long travaile you have taken;
I would have you to sit downe and refresh yourselfe: you are
very welcome, and heere you shall have whatsoever you will in
any reasonable conditions demaund, for your princesse sake; for
she is worthy of all kindnesse and franke conditions, being a
princesse of great noblenesse, for fame speaketh so much of her.
The generall, perceiving the kings mind, delivered him the
Queenes letter; which he willingly received, and delivered the
same to a nobleman standing by him. Then the generall pro-
ceeded to deliver him his present; which was a bason of silver,
with a fountaine in the middest of it, weighing two hundred and
five ounces, a great standing cup of silver, a rich looking-glasse,
an headpeece with a plume of feathers, a case of very faire
dagges*, a rich wrought embroidered belt to hang a sword in,
and a fan of feathers3. All these were received in the kings
1 The king (or Sultan, as he styled himself) of Achin at this time bore the
title of Ala-uddin Riayat Shah. Davis (in Purchas, vol. i, bk. iii, p. 121)
describes him as *a lustie man, but exceeding grosse and fat,* aged one
hundred years ('as they say'). Martin puts his age at the more moderate
figure of sixty-three. According to Davis (whose story is accepted by
Marsden), he had originally followed the humble calling of a fisherman, but,
having displayed great skill and daring in the wars, was raised to the chief
command of both the navy and the army and married to a near kinswoman of
the reigning monarch. Marsden says that the latter (Mansur Shah) was
murdered in 1585 by the man he had thus honoured, who thereupon placed
on the throne the infant grandson of the dead king and installed himself as
Protector. Three years later the child was put to death, and the Protector
assumed the throne himself. He died in 1604.
* Pistols.
3 Particulars of some of these presents will be found in the Court Minutes
(see The Dawn, pp. 118, 141, etc.).